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This editorial, by
Robyn Monro Miller,
originally appeared in the
March 2014 issue of
Network News.

This unhealthy preoocupation for
documentation has been fuelled
by a new industry of consultants
peddling strategies and practices
for documentation of our
children. The marketing
strategies fuel paranoia
and fear amongst
educators and
build expectations
of some
inexperienced
regulatory and
compliance
officers who fail
to identify that
the regulations
do not require
such extensive
documentation
of children, nor it
is appropriate in
a school age care
environment.
Whilst trading on
fear, consultants are
charging services for
their advice, and money
that should be invested into
resources and experiences for
children is being channelled into
quick fix documentation resources
and consultants.
The result is a fearful group of
educators, the misuse of funds that
should be directed to the needs of
children and the creation of a new
type of service environment that is
less about children and play and
more about documentation and adult
agendas.

If we take a stand now as a sector
for what we know is best for children,
then we must rally against the
demands of over documentation of
their lives and the adult colonisation
of their play time. If we commit to this
then your service rating in the NQF
becomes less important.

My plea to you – if you really believe
in children, if you really care about
their healthy development - put away
your folders, your note pads, your
portfolios, your cameras and your
wretched little ipads and step back.

Let your focus be on the needs of
the children in your service and
relationships you have with them.
... if it is a choice between being
rated “high quality” at the expense
of our kids then give me a “working
towards” every time.

Is gaining a high rating in the
National Quality Framework worth
what you are doing to the lives of
children?

Because our kids mean more to us
that a piece of paper on the wall.
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